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           IMB 
WOLLONGONG 
LIONS: Round 3  
 
SENIORS  
 
Wollongong Lions                          7-13-55 
UNSW/ES                                   27-12-174 
 
It was never going to be an easy task to travel to 
UNSW to take on one of the competition’s 
powerhouses. By quarter time the task had been 
made all the more difficult, as our entire bench 
succumbed to injury, leaving us with the bare 18 
for more than three quarters. Cam Stanton started 
brightly but tragically re-injured his knee in a 
marking contest; Paul Balding ran into a brick-
wall and damaged both his head and shoulder, 
whilst Kale Temple suffered a hamstring strain 
after an energetic start. After a tight opening 
quarter we trailed by 11 points, and at the main 
change we faced a 38 point deficit. The first 15 
minutes of the third quarter was some of the best 
footy I’ve seen the seniors play in the last 4 
seasons as we harassed the Bulldogs players 
relentlessly, and got in first for the footy. 
However, our skipper Adam McConnochie 
joined the injured list as he was stretchered off 
after a nasty clash, leaving us with no fit players 
on the bench. Adam showed typical courage to 
retake the field in the last quarter. Unfortunately, 

a combination of the hot weather, hard ground, 
injured players, and classy opposition conspired 
against us as we fell apart in the last quarter and 
a half. UNSW kicked an amazing 19-4 in the 
second half as we struggled to match them 
physically all over the park as the final margin 
blew out to 117 points. Shane Davis got back to 
his best form, putting together a classy 
performance and clearly being our best player 
for the day. The entire defence worked tirelessly 
all day and repelled numerous UNSW efforts. 
Mitch Hogan, Josh Tier, Dave Goodley, and 
Clint Wells all tried hard, and managed to 
somewhat restrict the scoreboard damage. Up 
forward, Mal Picken and Tom Heath tried hard, 
whilst special mention must go to Aussie Gus 
Porter who, in his first senior appearance, rucked 
unchanged for the entire day. Gus will certainly 
be better for the experience and will no doubt 
figure prominently in the seniors for the 
remainder of the year. This week we travel to 
Pennant Hills to take on the reigning premier, 
which promises to present another stern test.  
 
FIRST DIVISION  
 
Wollongong Lions                        4-11-35  
UNSW/ES                                     13-17-95  
 
The first division boys showed typical 
determination against their more fancied 
opponents on the weekend. Facing a side with a 
number of quality senior players in it, the boys 
were always going to be up against it. The first 
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quarter saw a number of great individual and 
team efforts as the boys went into the first break 
trailing by 21 points. The second quarter saw our 
boys get on top all over the park, and play, quite 
honestly the best reserve grade footy I’ve seen at 
the club. Mitch Daly, Jacob Hart, and Jeremy 
McInnes were ferocious at the ball on the half 
forward line, helping to keep the ball in 
dangerous areas and giving our forwards 
numerous chances to kick goals. Unfortunately, 
we again were unable to convert our chances, but 
had by half time reduced the margin to 13 points. 
As with the seniors, a few little injuries and a 
lack of depth meant the boys could not maintain 
the pressure in the second half, and ended up 
going down by 10 goals. Newcomers Ryan 
Woodward and Barron Hanson were good down 
back; evergreen Pete Veerhuis was solid at 
centre half back, and club legend Jade Collyer 
was everywhere. There were plenty of positives 
for Toucs to take out of the game, and I know a 
win for the boys is just around the corner.  
 
Under 18s  
 
Wollongong Lions                            8-7-55 
 
UNSW/ES               8-9-57  
 
The Lion cubs did almost everything to lose the 
game on the weekend, but still managed to walk 
away with the four points. After dominating the 
majority of the first half, the boys seemingly 
took the foot off the gas and almost let the game 

slip away. Having said that, I’m sure the boys 
will learn a number of valuable lessons from the 
game, in particular, the need to play four strong 
quarters of footy every week. That being said, 
the boys still managed to chalk up a win, which 
is ultimately why we all play each week. Mal 
Picken kicked three early goals before getting 
the call up to the seniors, meaning he now has 10 
goals from 2 games. Jack Mahoney had a 
promising game, amassing plenty of touches, 
whilst Blake Schneider and Brendan Potter were 
excellent off the half back line and in the end 
may have saved the game for the boys. The cubs 
remain undefeated, a trend which hopefully will 
continue this week and many weeks to come.  
 
NEWS AND REVIEWS 
 
$1000 Draw  
 
Ok, I’m beginning to sound like a broken record, 
but I figure that the desire to shut me up may 
entice more people to buy their $1000 Draw 
tickets this week!! Tickets cost $25 and give you 
the chance to walk away with $1000. This gives 
you the chance to put about $500 away and the 
other $500 over the bar at the G-Ho later in the 
night. All the usual Lions games will be held, 
whilst the LoveShack will continue the sacred 
tradition of initiating the new boys to the club 
with some Bernie O’Neill port. Please buy your 
tickets ASAP, as this will assist the organisers in 
their preparations. Bring your dosh to training 
tomorrow, the Penno game at the weekend, or 
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next week at training, and see Wooma, Boony or 
myself to reserve your number. Do it 
now!!!!!!!!!!!  
 
AFL Raffle   
 
As you may have seen at training over the past 
few weeks, Wooma has been handing out books 
of raffle tickets for players to sell. Tickets cost 
$2 a pop, of which the Lions receive $1, so this 
provides an excellent fundraising opportunity for 
the club. Prizes are excellent and are as follows:  
 

·  4 seats in box at AFL GF, plus flights and 
accommodation!! 

·  Fully catered box at Swans/Lions game 
on August 29th;  

·  4 seats to the Swans Chairman’s Lunch 
function on August 29  

·  Ten ‘behind the scenes’ tickets to Swans 
vs Geelong on August 15 

·  Swans vs Geelong 15 August game 
tickets plus one night accomodation (incl 
breakfast)  

·  A SCG trust package giving access to the 
Swans vs St Kilda game; the Bulldogs vs 
Wests Tigers & a one day cricket game  

·  numerous team signed jumpers and balls 
etc  

These are great prizes and provide a great way to 
make some moolah for the club, so get a book 
off Wooma (if you haven’t already) and help out.  

 
 
 
Touch Carnival-Anzac Day Weekend  
 
On behalf of the players I’d just like to quickly 
thank everyone who got involved (players and 
non-players) over the weekend at the Trans-
Tasman touch carnival held at Dalton Park over 
the Anzac Day weekend. It turned out to be a 
roaring success and a very beneficial weekend 
for the club. More detailed report follows:  
 
WOW!!!!!!! 
 
This report is longer than maybe desirable, 
however please take the time to read it to 
understand the significant efforts our volunteers 
and players undertook on the club’s behalf. 
The Touch catering undertaken over the 
weekend resulted in a massively successful 
outcome. This is especially for us, but also 
Touch’s feedback is that our efforts successfully 
complimented and supported their event, giving 
them a very successful carnival overall. 
The club’s effort in this undertaking has resulted 
in a significant bridge being made between the 
budgeted deficits and potentially breaking even 
or better for the 2009 season -subject of course 
that other functions are at or exceed the budget, 
and costs are constrained within the budget. The 
proceeds were equivalent to 3-4 normal home 
games. Well done everyone who assisted in any 
way. 
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While not drawing away from the overall 
contributions of all  there are some particular 
acknowledgements that need to be made for 
those who did some magnificent work: 
Firstly & importantly, Barb Bartlett  who 
inherited all of the hard work to get the set-up, 
order food, get the goods, coordinate the cake 
cookers, cook herself, cut onions etc etc. once 
the decision was made to pursue the opportunity. 
With such a magnificent result her House 
Manager Committee role could well see another 
record year for the canteen for both turnover & 
profit, thus securing her Committee position for 
many years to come! Ably assisted by her 
“partner in catering” Colin (Focus) Bartlett-the 
other member of Team Bartlett had lists for 
everything and on Saturday was run ragged 
chasing after drinks, bread rolls and pastries and 
endured Barb’s outbursts of abruptness with 
surprising patience! Unlikely to continue! 
Mike (PowerAde) Christie got the many 
junior’s representatives sorted for the roster, 
unpacked a thousand PowerAde boxes & 
managed to get Lucille  & his daughter and her 
friend doing an excellent shift serving. 
Wooma & Dave G for getting the Sunday roster 
positions filled, as well Wooma with an all day 
session from 07:00 doing all jobs & Dave also 
doing a long shift. Wooma disguised it well, but 
probably arrived early because he was on his 
way home from the Glassy. 
Jude (Discount) Ferguson serving both days 
along with her able sidekick Ian [El Pres] 
cooking for long periods both days. Daughter 

Em was also very active Saturday before the lure 
of the 2-up got her moving onto things more 
social. 
Ronda Morgan, who baked & did a long shift 
serving 
Jen & Grant Wilson- one or other or both were  
there all day while under some home-front 
duress with a sick child at home 
Steve Keyte was there early & again later in the 
arvo to restock/ fun part, the clean-up. 
We also had an excellent suite of other junior 
representatives helping across the day including 
Rob M, Janine Bothe, Alison Webb, Nathan 
Osbourne, Isla Smith, Jane Morrison & Mike 
Thompson. 
Susy McConnochie, who did the restocking 
shopping run late Saturday (so all the others 
could continue to enjoy the mayhem that was 
Saturday’s catering), prepared the onions etc for 
Sunday and looking after the canteen operations 
all Sunday with her able assistant Kim . 
The players made a good comeback on Sunday 
with their great help after what would have been 
disappointing previous day, plus most came for 
their shifts got there & on time, even those who 
were a bit rough after getting some hard knocks 
in the game Saturday or Saturday night. 
Shane Morgan got good wraps for carving up 
the hot dog rolls & snags ready for the bbq plus 
completing a couple of the lesser sought after 
jobs 
Jimmy the Weaver who was all over all the 
jobs! 
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Fritz  for his setup assistance Friday & late 
cameo Sunday afternoon (well at least after he’d 
eaten his way through a big plate of snags at the 
start of his shift before coming active)  
Matty Adamson with the new nose job, who by 
now must think the only jobs to be done relate to 
carrying boxes of drinks around. 
Good support also came from Josh Tier, Dylan 
Brooke & Aiden Riley. 
Mark (Bbq whiz) Seily who is possibly second 
only to El Pres in the Bbq department, showed 
again he has more strings in his bow than just 
producing good players and teams 
Steve Rowland gave up a second day in a row to 
football to be there helping all day while Jillian 
was again left alone to train as a football widow 
Silvana (I don’t cook) Patterson & Pete (been 
doing it all day) Patterson again did lengthy 
shifts with Silvana staying right through for the 
final clean-up She even producing her second 
ever batch of Anzac biscuits for the guinea pigs 
(oops, patrons) to buy. 
To any others who we have missed 
acknowledging our apologies for missing you, 
but our sincere thanks none the less 
We received some very positive feedback from 
both the Touch representatives and customers 
about all aspects of the range and standard of the 
food, the standard of the service and fair value. 
Barb commented how good it looked with 
everyone in the club tops when she returned 
Sunday afternoon. It was just another sign for all 
of the visitors of what a good coordinated group 
they had there to look after their needs. These 

things reflect very favourably on us generally 
and also if or when we get any other similar 
opportunities to pursue. 
The team spirit and willingness of everyone to 
turn-up for their shifts, (many staying much 
longer than they initially planned) and to just get 
stuck in doing whatever was required to make it 
happen was sensational. This really represents 
for us all the true ownership & support that 
exists for and within the club. 
Lions: Very well done & especially thanks from 
Barb & the rest of the committee on behalf of the 
whole club. 
  
 
Footy Trip 2009  
 
Plans are well underway for this year’s end of 
season trip. Again, the trip is being organised 
and coordinated by Wooma, with the hot tip for 
venue being Cairns. Anyone who has been away 
on such a trip will vouch that it is a banging 
weekend and a great chance to get on the cans 
with the boys after all the hard work has been 
done during the season. Wooma is now 
collecting names of interested players and non-
players (for those of you not in the punters club). 
Remember, the fines we are all paying thanks to 
Kenny will go towards funding this wonderful 
weekend, so get involved!  
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Chat and a Harbour View with Trobb  

Due to the lengthy nature of this week’s edition 
and his jet lag, Trobb’s column will not be 
appearing until next week. Just building the hype 
people!!  

Jimmy Weavers, massive unit.  

   
 
 

 


